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reached between the two groups. The British delegates, how-
ever, attended the seventh and subsequent sessions, no longer
as mere observers but as full members of the conference.
A step of great significance taken in 1951 was the drafting The Hague
of a charter designed to place the Hague Conference upon a c°a-
lasting footing by the establishment of a permanent bureau. noSp^t
This charter has been accepted by many countries, including onPer-
Great Britain, and the Bureau, consisting of a Secretary-General
and two Assistant Secretaries belonging to different countries,
has been set up with its seat at The Hague. Its chief func-
tions are to examine and prepare proposals for the unification
of private international law and to keep in touch with the
Council of Europe and with governmental and non-govern-
mental organizations, such as the International Law Associa-
tion. The Bureau works under the general direction of the
Standing  Governmental   Commission  of The  Netherlands,
which was established by Royal Decree in 1897, with the
object of promoting the codification of private international
law.1
As matters stand at present, however, it would serve no use-
ful purpose for an English book to give a detailed account of
the admirable work done by the Conference, since unfortu-
nately Great Britain has accepted none of the conventions that
have been concluded with a view to the unification of private
international law. It can only be hoped that the future will bring
a change of heart.
In addition to the conventions mentioned above, many
similar arrangements have been made between individualtions *?"
9	i       i       i m	i	-	•   «i tweenin-
countnes, as for example the bilateral conventions upon civil dividual
procedure concluded by Great Britain with a large number ofcountries
foreign states. One of the most remarkable, and certainly one
of the most interesting, of these is the Inter-Scandinavian Con-
ventions, 1929-33, between Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Fin-
land and Iceland. The first of these, which was signed on
February 6, 193i, unifies the rules of private international law
with regard to marriage, adoption and guardianship—all mat-
ters of personal status. The difficult impediment to the comple-
tion of this convention was the fact that Denmark and Norway
follow the principle that the law of domicil governs most
1 Accounts of the Seventh Conference are given in 38 Grotius Society Trans-
actions, 2$ et seqq.; 102 University of Pennsylvania Law Review, 348-55;
i American Journal of Comparative Law, 275 etseqq.; 79 Clunet, 1071-1137
(Professor OfFerhaus, President of the Conference).

